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PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE 
Sixth Report - Standing and Select Committees’ Terms of Reference and Report Dates, Standing Order 255 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [10.49 am]:  I present the sixth report of the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee, entitled “Standing and Select Committees’ Terms of Reference and Report Dates, 
Standing Order 255”.   
[See paper 2232.] 
Mrs D.J. GUISE:  In the ongoing review of standing orders, changes are often suggested to the committee by 
committee members or members of the house or noted by the Clerks as being necessary to adjust the standing 
orders to reflect the ongoing changes to the Legislative Assembly’s practices and procedures.   
As Chairman of the Procedure and Privileges Committee, the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly brought to the 
attention of the committee a recent development.  During the past year or so there have been several instances of 
standing committees, when setting their own terms of reference in accordance with standing order 287, either 
including an unreasonable report date or no report date at all.  The most recent example was set by the Public 
Accounts Committee, which stated merely that it report by 2008.  That reporting date ranges from anywhere 
between 14 and 26 months.  Frankly, that is no use to any member of the Legislative Assembly when trying to 
ascertain when the committee will report to the Legislative Assembly on its investigation. 
Having considered the matter, the committee believes that although the current standing orders do not 
specifically require a portfolio standing committee to advise the house of its intended report date, it is not 
unreasonable to expect a committee that is created by this house to keep this house informed of a its activities 
and provide an intended report date.  The standing orders specifically require a portfolio standing committee, 
which includes the Public Accounts Committee, to inform the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the 
committee’s new terms of reference that the committee has set for itself.  The Speaker is then required to 
announce the new terms of reference to the house and arrange to have them placed on the Legislative Assembly 
notice boards.  The Clerk of the house places the committee’s name, investigation topic and report date on the 
notice paper for the information of all members and the general public.  Frankly, the committee was less than 
impressed with the practices of the Public Accounts Committee and others recently.  It plainly is not good 
enough.  The committees are meant to report to all members of this house, and it is not unreasonable for them to 
provide an appropriate report date.  Therefore, the Procedure and Privileges Committee recommends that a new 
standing order 255 be adopted to ensure that standing committees are required to submit to the house the report 
dates and terms of reference that they have determined for themselves. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [10.52 am]:  There is no need for me to add much more to what the Deputy 
Chairman of the Procedure and Privileges Committee has said.  I point out to members pages 11 and 12 of 
today’s notice paper, which inform members of the reporting dates of committees.  The reason committees have 
a reporting date is to inform members who have an interest in a committee when the committee is expected to 
present its report.  It has been unfortunate that committees have lapsed into slackness and have not clearly 
indicated to the house when they expect to report.  It is about time I, if not all members, went home for 
Christmas because I am starting to sound like a grandfather, and I do not want to sound like a grandfather.  This 
chamber is relevant and its members have a responsibility to each other.  First and foremost, we are 57 members 
of Parliament, and then we are members of the Labor, National or Liberal Parties and ministers and members 
who serve on committees and so forth.  It is a matter of courtesy for committee members to let other members 
know what the committees are doing.  When that courtesy falls by the wayside, it is an arrogant way of saying 
that what committee members do is important only to the members of the committee, which is incorrect. 
 


